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INTRODUCTION


In light of the fact that we are to present ourselves as a living sacrifice to God and to be transformed persons through the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:1-2), Paul now shows us some very practical ways to present ourselves as living sacrifices. He talks about our attitude toward ourselves, toward other Christians, toward our gifts, toward God’s work, and toward those who are outside of God’s family. He desires that in all ways we as God’s people will demonstrate that we are living sacrificial lives, lives in which we give up our rights in order to accept our responsibilities. Let us examine what Paul encourages us to do.

I.
OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD OURSELVES (v. 3)

1.
We are to evaluate ourselves with a sense of humility.
2.
We are to evaluate ourselves according to the faith God has given us.

Sacrificial living always involves a proper understanding of who we are before God. Obviously, any good that we see in ourselves comes directly from God.
II.
OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD OTHER BELIEVERS (vv. 4-5, 9-10, 13)

1. We have different functions in the body of Christ.

2. Together, we make one body, with each needing the other.

Therefore, we are told to do the following: (1) Love one another, (2) be devoted to one another, (3) honor one another, and (4) share with one another.
III.
OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD OUR GIFTS (vv. 6-8)

1. We have different gifts from the Holy Spirit.

2. We must use those gifts graciously and diligently.

It does not matter what gift(s) we have received. We are to use those gifts for the benefit of other believers and not for our own honor. We do so for the glory of God.
IV.
OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD’S WORK (vv. 11-12)

1. We must keep our spiritual fervor and serve the Lord zealously.

2. We are to be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer.

We are never to grow weary in doing God’s work. We are to do His work with great energy and enthusiasm. We are reminded that we are to have hopeful expectation, in spite of opposition, and that it through prayer that we invite God to act in power.
V.
OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD OUTSIDERS (vv. 14-21)

1.
We are to humbly live in harmony and peace with others.
2.
We are to kindly help and bless those who mistreat us.

We are cautioned that we will face some outsiders who have evil intentions toward God’s people. We are told to live at peace with them—if that is possible. Regardless, he warns us, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (v. 21).
CONCLUSION


Paul wants us to realize that sacrificial living involves our relationships not only with God, but also with others. Our attitude toward others will dictate what kind of impact we will have on them. He also reminds us that sacrificial living involves right attitude toward the gifts God has given us to do His work. That work demands our very best effort, not the leftovers of our energy or passion. God is God! He demands and deserves our very best. Will you give your best to Him? Will you live all the days of your life for Him? Will you really?
“I will serve Thee because I love Thee, You have given life to me;

I was nothing before you found me, You have given life to me.

Heartaches, broken pieces, Ruined lives are why you died on Calvary;

Your touch was what I longed for, You have given life to me.”
